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into the substantial image of a young and beguiling
maiden, and by a further complexity into a fruitful
fig-tree; or induce a serpent so far to forsake its
natural instincts as to poise 011 the extremity of
its tail and hold a charm within its mouth?"

"None of these things lies within my admitted
powers/' confessed the stranger. "To what end
does your gracious inquiry tend?"

" It is in the nature of a warning, for within the
shadow of the house you seek manifestations such
as 1 describe pass almost without remark. Indeed
it is not unlikely that while in the act of display-
ing your engaging but simple skill you may find
yourself transformed into a chameleon or saddled
with the necessity of finishing your gravity-
removing entertainment under the outward form
of a Manchurian ape."

" Alas!" exclaimed the other. " The eleventh of
the moon was ever this person's unlucky day, and
he would have done well to be warned by a dream
in which he saw an unsuspecting kid walk into the
mouth of a voracious tiger."

"Undoubtedly the tiger was an allusion to the
dangers awaiting you, but it is not yet too late,
for you to prove that you are no kid," counselled
Chang Tao. "Take this piece of silver so that
the enterprise of the day may not have been un-
fruitful. and depart with all speed on a homeward
path. He who speaks is going westward, and at
the lattice of Slien Yi lie will not fail to leave a
sufficient excuse for your no-appearance."

" Your voice has the compelling ring of authority,

.beneficence," replied the stranger gratefully.   " The

obscure name of the one who prostrates himself is

Wo, that of his degraded father being Weh.   For
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